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. OUTLINE OF AIMS ~ND FURPOSES OF THE OGMEA 195
‘ "BETTER LUSIC IN ORANGE COUNTY®

The Orange County lMusic Educators Association aims to
foster cultural, emotional, and Social development of students of
vocal and instrumental mus{c by providing opportunity to:

I. Observe the work of member schoolse

Ae Through performance at festivals,
B., Through exchange programs,.

II. Participate in ensembles not provided by indiwidual schools.

A, Massed choruses, orshestras, and dbands,
Be Selected ensembles,

1, ITdeally balanced

2, Capable of advanced perfornance

III. Vork under recognized leaders in the field of music education.

As Guest conductors,
B. Adjudicators for constructive criticism,
Ce Demonstrations by individual artists or groups.

IV, Benefit from regular monthly meetings of the county musie
teachers,

Ae Exchange of ideas for instructional improvement,
Be lectures by guest speakers, :
C. PFProgram planning by committees,

A STATELENT OF THE alllS ~ND PURFOSE QF THE
0, Cs ks B, 4. 1.USIC FESTIVAL
by Al Nebling

WWhen the Orange County Music Educators association
was formed in 1935, it chose as its goal "Better liusic in Orange
County", By meeting together to discuss mutual or individual
problems, exchange ideas, and spread the -ord of successful pro-
cedures, its members felt that each community represented would
benefit from the findings of the county as a whole, New nenmbers
would have the steadying influence of experienced counsel; older
members would be stimulated by the fresh approach and impetus of
"new blood™,

The exchange of ideas and mutual cooperation proved so
worthwhile that it was decided to let the students have the same
Spportunity of learning from each other by observing each other
in performance, and exchanging ideas in the informal mingling of
the grpups. To enrich the musical lives of the students still
more, §4 sought to give them experiences which the individual
schools could not provide: performance in large groups and the
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thrill these could give the individual; and performance in select-
ed groups challenging the more advanced performers by enabling
them to present more difficult selections than tbe average group
could manage because of differences in ability within their own
roups=~girls, boys, and mixed--and massed bands and orchestras
were scheduled for the festivals; and at other times selected
groups of these sorts were formed, the latter often rehearsing or
performing in various parts of the county so all could observe
them at work,

To further the purpose of enrichment, the OCMEA has
sought the stimulus of bringing to the festivals guests. conduc-
tors of reputation from well known colleges, who also acted as
adjudicators on individual group performance, giving constructive
criticisms which were sent by them to the schools performing,
individually. Other occasions had soloists of established merit
to give the listeners a goal to strive for; or the demonstration
of techniques to be achieved.

The spirit of the OCMEA among its teacher-members, and
so passed on to its student groups, has always been one of coop-
eration. Thus, competition--as practiced in many areas--has
always been decried as contrary to its principles. We meet as
friends and depart as friends, sharing, helping, and encouraging
one another. The knowledge that they will perform for each other
is a worthy spur to the groups; the knowledge that their audience
will be discriminating through understanding their skills by hav-
ing worked at them also, is a fine incentive to the students,
putting them on their mettle. But the tensions, needless heart-
aches, and the pelitics of competition are aveided, as is the
concentration on a limited repetoire. "A wide variety of music is
heard, thereby expanding the musical backgrounds of all; and each
school has the opportunity of practicing as wide a repetoire as it
chooses rather than feeling compelled to "polish" a few.

Many by-praducts have resulted (some unlooked for).
The students have often feund that size, either of community or
group, is not indicative of quality; that ether places than
their own de good work, or face the same problems they do. There
has been much mutual respect for other schools and friendly rela=-
tionships established. Schools of the county have exchanged pro-
grams, visiting one another. Most,of all has been the fellowship
felt by both teachers and students/in their contacts.
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All these things would seem to indicate that the aim is

being achieved: Better Music In Orange County.



